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Re: Support of NOSB’s recommendation for 2 rule change

Dear Mr. Mathews
Tam wniting 7o express foll support of the Natonal Organic Standards Board's recommendation for a rule ehange & NOSFs

puidance comments regarding pasture rec;wremems for the Matonal Organie Prograsm. As a conswner, T demand that the
e ’w}m’f”“ pasthring of animazls g8 omlined in DNOSEY

. L"‘g‘iﬂ&m aoal e refrEetn pir theae dppye I‘r'u'-‘}i"-h‘-. e f s w.-:nir 1k

recimendation.

Providing cows with access to pasture assures that organic principles are being met, with an interrelated system betwees the
amimals and the land, working from the soll up 1o promote an irerdependent community. Pasture provides benefits to cows
thut drclude improved foot and log siteagth, reduced breeding pt‘ﬂi)ii’tﬁ'{‘-‘s less stress, lower culbing rates, amd enhanced
immonsy. Ruminants with access ro pasture helps to ensure an organic production syster that provides bvisg conditions that
allow animals 1o satisfy their natuzal behavior parterns, provides the animals with preventative heasti} care benefis, :-md

snne atinal care g thetr w E.Ei‘Llft.

improves hum )
These benehis dre passed down to cofsumers through more nutrigens milk. A recent study conducted by the Danish Instirre
of Agriculturad Research tested milk from cows farmed organically and found that it was 5% higher in Vimen B, 75% higher
n beta catoiene and higher in omega 3 essential fazty acids than conventional milk. This srudy tied thesa qmimeg 10 organic
cows having roem o grave and a diet high in fszrage, fresh grass and clover,

Anin wrangr pasture naturally also avords the concentration of mamnre bsues associated with dry Tot producion, Allowing
the cOWS 1o g0 o their Food rather than bringing feed to the cows substa mm[lv reduces the use of non-renevnsile rﬂe)t:r‘:e

ancd machinery required for feed ransportation.

Responsible active management of guality pasture is an excellent way 1o mzpmu soif gualisr. Careful rotation of pasture
ensures maximum utlization of the caproere of solar energy, the hasis of g growing food, Allowing some pasteee aress (o be
fallow for 2 portion of the season benefis biodiversity by providing babdtst for grasshand birds.

E firmly believe requiting pasture for ruminants promotes a sustainable apriculuenl s “rs!cm, providing multiple benefss to the
amm’ab envitonment and consiners of organic products. For these reasons, T request thar the Naztonal Onganie Program
accepts NOSBS recommendation for a rule change and the draft guidance comment r:h.:; states graved feed must provide a
sigmificant pu"hit}n of ol feed reeprrements, mrmdmg churing the stage of lactatton, These ofpanie standands are what is
expected of organic farms, fmci Lti the HSA my\.mic aul and ahuuiu not be compromised. S
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